SMS’s Address at the “FAS Junior Football Fiesta”
at Farrer Park on 10 Nov 2007 at 8.30 am
Good morning, boys and girls, parent-supporters, friends from the media, colleagues from Singapore Land Authority and FAS, and our former football heroes.

I am very happy to join you all on this bright and early Saturday morning for the FAS Junior Football Fiesta.

Today’s event marks three firsts.  This is the first time that a football fiesta for juniors has been organised by FAS.  This is also the first time that a football fiesta is being held on a State playfield managed by SLA.  And yet another first is an organized event being held on an improved State field at Farrer Park for the first time.  

State fields for public use

In fact, all the 284 State fields open to the public have now been improved, with better turfing and fewer potholes and ankle traps, to provide a safer and more conducive environment for all kinds of casual community and recreational activities.  This is important, especially for ball games.  But of course, users must still exercise personal care and responsibility in using these fields, as they are not professional ball game fields per se.  

In 2003, I started the initiative with SLA to open up State fields for public use.  It started off with just 153.  Today, there are 284 green spaces islandwide for all to enjoy.  This is equivalent to some 780 football fields.  While football is a favourite game, many use the fields for other leisure pursuits.  You can sometimes see people flying kites; the motorised ones especially add colour to the skies.  You can also see groups of senior citizens playing gateball at a Henderson field. 
Take this Farrer Park field for example.  It is one of the larger fields, and can accommodate 4 to 6 large football pitches.  Even some fields near housing estates and MRT stations can also hold 3 to 4 pitches. These large spaces allow more than one group of users to enjoy the field at the same time. 
You might have also noticed that the old “Enter at your own risk” signs on these fields have been replaced with signs that read: “This site is for casual community and recreational activities. Please exercise caution and be responsible for your own safety.” I had wanted to generate greater awareness of these sites and therefore, charged SLA with the task of rewording the signboards to make them friendlier and more welcoming to the public.
Singaporeans love their sport, better still if it’s football.  And as you know, the buzz is in the air for more international sporting activities to be hosted here.  With many pockets and clusters of people using State fields for sporting activities, there will be even greater excitement as Singapore pursues the goal of becoming a sporting nation.

“Adopt-A-Field” Project

To play its part, I am happy to announce that SLA is introducing the “Adopt-A-Field” project, which allows corporations or grassroots to adopt any of the 284 State fields for community use. Supported by SLA as part of its social development role, this is a project for the community to participate in and for the community to enjoy the social and recreational space the fields provide.
FAS is leading the way by pledging its commitment as the first adopter of a State field, namely this Farrer Park field for the active promotion of grassroots football.  It is helping to bring the standard of the field one notch up for even safer football playing. Why Farrer Park? Well, many of our Singapore football heroes from the past actually nurtured their talent right here, in Farrer Park. These include players such as Dollah Kassim, David Lee, Ahmad Sayuti, Terry Pathmanathan. It therefore holds great significance for local football.  It is therefore appropriate that FAS kicks-off a new era of our FAS Grassroots Development programmes right here in Farrer Park. 

Today’s fiesta will be the first of many FAS Junior Football Fiestas, that will take place, here in Farrer Park and all over Singapore, to make football accessible to all in a safe and fun environment.

The FAS Grassroots & Community Outreach Committee chaired by Mayor Zainudin Nordin has put in place a strategy to create an environment for the game to flourish by actively promoting grassroots development and community outreach programmes. 

In particular, FAS aims to increase participation in the game of football at all levels by making it accessible to anyone and everyone who wishes to play the game. FAS Grassroots football programmes will cater for children, youth adults and veterans of both sexes.

More details on the specific Grassroots programmes such as the Lions Schools Football Programme, Lions Skills Challenge, FAS Community Leagues, will be released at the start of the new year. These programmes are tailor-made and designed to lay a strong foundation for Singapore football as well as to make football accessible to more Singaporeans.  

This is Singapore football’s contribution to Singapore’s bid for the Youth Olympics bid for 2010. Some of you boys and girls here today could, if you train very hard, represent Singapore at the Youth Olympics here in 2010, if we win the bid to host the Games. 

Another significant contribution in an FAS organised grassroots event is the presence and active contribution of our Senior Lions here today.  Players such as Dollah Kassim, Au-Yeong Pak Kuan, David Lee, Terry Pathmanathan, Jefrey Lazaroo, among others have volunteered their time to FAS and will act as Team Leaders for our boys and girls present here today. 

Our Senior Lions here will also be part of a new FAS initiative, the FAS Community Ambassador Programme. These FAS Community Ambassadors will assist FAS to promote grassroots football at Community events and to impart basic football skills to school children under 12. 

On behalf of the FAS Council, I thank all of you for your partnership with the FAS in laying strong foundations for Singapore football.

Even our next generation of Youth footballers are making a contribution today. Players from the Singapore Sports School will be the referees today. All of them were trained by FAS and will make their debut today. This is another new initiative from my FAS team, to systematically lay the foundation for recruiting and training referees, who are as important as players, coaches and officials, in the game of football. Hopefully some of you here will go on to become FIFA Referees and fly the flag for Singapore in the future.

FAS needs its partners and friends of Singapore football to assist us in our mission. The SLA, on its part, has assisted by re-turfing this community field at Farrer Park, so that all of you boys and girls here can enjoy this morning’s football in a safe and fun environment.  

Let me thank all of you for coming and taking part in this morning’s fiesta.  I hope that Singaporeans can make use of these State fields to build strong community bonds and cultivate a sense of identity within their estates.
With this, let’s not delay any further and kick off the fiesta now!
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